Spring 2019
“Spring is when life’s alive in everything”
Christina Rossetti

History of the House
Danesfield House that we see today was completed in 1901 as a family home for Robert William
Hudson. The house is the third property to have been built within this glorious setting, amidst 65 acres
of formal gardens with outstanding views over the River Thames and the Chiltern Hills beyond. Robert
Hudson had inherited his fortune from his father Robert Spear Hudson, the Victorian soap magnate,
and manufacturers of “Sunlight” soap. His first determination was to rebuild the property
and employed to assist the build in the style of the Italian Renaissance was Romaine Walker, FRIBA.
The house was finished with such disregard of expense that it became an architectural show place,
faced with locally quarried rock chalk with imposing terraced gardens overlooking the river.
Originally some 4,000 years ago, the site was reputed to have been a resting place of nomadic tribes
who paused to hunt nearby land and fish in the then untamed river. If you stand on the crest of the
bank between the present house and the river and look west there is a steep ravine directly in front
of you which is the remnant of the ramparts of a prehistoric fortification. Because of the ample game
and the discovery of flint within the chalk based cliffs, the site became a settlement throughout the
ages and although not named “Danesfield” until many years later, this name originated from the Danish
adventurers who made an encampment here. The next recollection of the estate is the transfer of land
ownership in 1664 to an Edmund and Margaret Medlycott, they built what is assumed to be the first
property on the site, known at that time as “Medlycotts” and there they lived with son James for over
60 years. Very little is known about the family and their name seldom occurs in any local record.
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passed it on a couple of years later to
Mrs Arthur Hornby Lewis,
who made many changes to the interior
of the building and the layout of the
gardens. Mrs Hornby Lewis died in
1930 and because she was so attached
to Danesfield made the request to be
buried in the grounds, this wish was
observed. When her trustees found it
difficult to dispose of the estate with the
deceased owner still resident, permission
was sought to transfer the coffin to
Hambleden cemetery in 1938.

In 1725 James Medlycott, or his
executors, rented “Medlycotts” to a
Mrs Morton, whose son John was to be
the creator of the first Danesfield House.
John Morton purchased the estate
freehold in 1750 completely rebuilding
the house and naming it Danesfield.
At this time John Morton was a Barrister
appointed as Attorney General to Queen
Charlotte, he was also a contemporary in
Parliament of William Pitt, as MP
for Abingdon (1747–70), New Romney
(1770–74) and Wigan (1775). The estate
was not as large as it is now until John
Morton later purchased land surrounding
the property. After his death, his widow
continued to live at Danesfield for some
years, but eventually sold the estate in
1787 because of financial difficulties.
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The new owner was Robert ScottMurray of Wimpole Street, London, the
heir to a fortune made in the
world of commerce. He rebuilt the
house erecting a roomy building of the
classical Georgian type, which remained
standing for more than a century.
Robert Scott–Murray died in 1808 and
is buried at Medmenham. The property
remained with his descendants – most
notably his nephew, Charles Robert
Scott-Murray, whose conversion to the
Catholic faith in 1845 saw the erection
of a Roman Catholic Church at Marlow
and subsequently, a domestic Chapel at
Danesfield. It was Charles who diverted
the Marlow Road away from the river to
its present route and constructed the
footbridge over the Henley Road that

can be seen today. He died in August
1882 and was buried in the founder’s
tomb of the Church he had built in
Marlow and the estate was passed to his
son. A period of agricultural depression
had set in and the value of land was
on the wane. The house was let to
successive tenants, who came principally
for shooting and was eventually sold
in 1897 to Robert William Hudson who
upon completion of the new mansion
in 1901 demolished the old house and
chapel. Robert William Hudson’s work
was scarcely completed when he
decided to sell.
Following Hudson’s sale of the house it
was then owned for a short time by a
property speculator, Mr Hossack who

A period of financial depression led
the trustees to seek permission to sell
the estate. It passed to Mr Stanley
Garton, who made preparations
to take up residence, renovating
the house and improving the
amenities. They had hardly settled in
before war clouds began to gather.
When trouble was imminent, Colet
Court School was evacuated from
Hammersmith to Danesfield with
an influx of approximately 80 boys.
As war proceeded Danesfield was
requisitioned as a base to develop the
intelligence Section of the Royal Air
Force (Reconnaissance and Photography
Section) in 1941, Mr Garton moved to
Kingswood and Colet Court School
departed. The property remained in the
hands of the RAF until 1977 when it was
sold to Carnation Foods to be used as
their Corporate Headquarters.

The Gardens

Danesfield House Hotel opened on the
1st July 1991 as a luxury country house
hotel with a charm and character that
cannot be compared. It is a property
with a most unusual history and when
walking around the grounds it is easy
to imagine the strange events that must
have taken place over the centuries.

An impressive tree lined drive of
Hornbeams under the Clock Tower is
the first display of the magnitude of
the 65 acres of parkland and formal
gardens surrounding the house.
The gardens have been restored
and renovated from the middle of 1989
until the present day, a variety
of beautifully tendered and most
unusual plantings now flourish and can
be found. Covering many parts of the
houses exterior is a masterfully pruned
Wisteria, flowering in a purple cascade
during May and June.
On walking out onto the terrace you
will see formal gardens, consisting
of towering Yew topiary and box
hedging filled with varieties of English
and French Lavender, of which there
are five different varieties within the
grounds. Central to this formality is
a three tier fountain, a cherubim
standing on an oyster shell tops this
magnificent centre piece.

To find out more, please visit our
website www.danesfieldhouse.co.uk and
subscribe to our database to receive all
the latest news and offers.

Walk past two original waterfalls
to viewpoints overlooking the
River Thames, the waterfalls were
created from Pulhamite rock.

Pulhamite artificial rock was the
invention of James Pulham of
Pulham and Sons founded c1830.
Known for the construction of rock
gardens, follies and grottos, they also
manufactured a wide range of garden
ornaments that can be found
at Danesfield, to include two fountains,
stone walls and benches along
with terracotta objects – two large
terracotta urns can be seen in the
house’s Grand Hall today. Pulham and
Sons’ work can also been found at
Buckingham Palace and Sandringham
House.
A Corsican Pine is another one of the
more unique trees at Danesfield, more
commonly native to the Mediterranean
and southern Europe. Further into the
gardens enjoy the tranquillity of the
formal Italian garden, fine box topiary
surrounds the Koi fishpond overlooked
by two beautiful Acers. You may notice
a perfectly cut straight line in all of the
Yew hedges; this is due to the local
Muntjac and Fallow deer nibbling just
as high as they can reach.
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Valentine’s

Valentine’s Weekend Stay

“Love risks everything and asks for nothing” Rumi

Available Friday 15th to Sunday 17th February inclusive.

Valentine’s Day Dinner
Thursday 14th February
Romance starts with spoiling your loved one this Valentine’s day: choose
from an exquisite menu created for two people in love in The Restaurant at
Danesfield House. Start the evening with a glass of Pommery Champagne
before being seated, includes a luxurious Spa gift for your loved one upon
departure.
£80.00 per person. Choose to stay the night from £280.00 per room
based on two adults sharing a Classic Courtyard room.
To book call 01628 891010 or email enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

Menu
Beetroot, Blood Orange, Goat’s Cheese
Avocado, Seafood Cocktail
Cream of Jerusalem Artichokes, ‘Truffled’
Herbed Gnocchi, English Kale,
Roasted Artichoke, Carrot & Pistachio Dressing
Ox Cheeks, Braised with Seville Oranges, Horseradish Mash, Spring Greens
Fillets of Lemon Sole, Spinach, Chanterelles, Roasted Salsify, Basil Butter
Yorkshire Rhubarb, Panna Cotta
Ceylon Tea Parfait, Kent Mango, Tea Syrup
Forme d’Ambert, Mrs Kirkham Lancashire “Garnished”

The Ultimate Valentine’s Gift
Voucher
Find the perfect answer to Valentine’s and
treat your loved one to the excitement and
enjoyment of a gift voucher, with an endless
choice of luxury experiences to redeem,
perhaps a sumptuous Champagne afternoon
tea or an overnight stay, experience a Spa
Day or indulge in a bespoke gift from our Spa
boutiques housing the most luxurious brands,
the perfect choice of gift that will never fail to
delight.
For inspired gift ideas visit
www.danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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Fully embrace the romance of Valentine’s with an overnight stay. Check into luxurious
accommodation then celebrate your arrival before dinner in our intimate Cocktail Bar
with a signature Valentine’s cocktail. While here stroll through the romantic gardens and
relax in the calm and tranquility of Spa Illuminata Danesfield House choosing from one
of our four 25-minute Spa treatments.
Included highlights:
• One night accommodation
• Three-course dinner from our Daily Market menu
• Full English breakfast
• A welcome Signature Cocktail: Choose from a ‘George’ or ‘Amal’
• Use of the Spa facilities from check in until check out
• A 25-minute spa treatment – Choose from Decleor Tranquility Scalp Massage, Orange
Fruit Seed Body Scrub or Tired Feet Treatments.
• Add flowers, chocolates and Champagne to your room – chargeable as requested
upon booking.
Price starts from £285.00 per person per night, staying in one of our Courtyard Rooms.
Subject to availability. Additional night £300.00 with complimentary dinner.
To book call Reservations 01628 891010 or email reservations@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

Valentine’s Spa
Indulgence in Mayfair
Our award winning sister Spa, Spa Illuminata
Mayfair has been awarded Best Day Spa by
Condé Nast Johansens. Indulge in an oasis
of calm and tranquility, relax and unwind in
complete luxury for the most exquisite of
Valentine’s day treats for you both.
Just the Two of Us Spa Package
• Spa Illuminata Body Massage - stimulating movements and aromatherapy oils
help soothe tired aching muscles to leave you relaxed and revived
• Crystal Glow Steam
• Decleor Prescriptive Facial
£250.00 per person; duration: 2 hours 45 minutes
Couples Massage
60 minute full body massage. Valid Monday 11th to Sunday 17th February
£220 per couple, with a complimentary glass of Prosecco for two people.
Upgrade to 90 minutes and receive a complimentary crystal steam (worth £45) £300
per couple.
To book please call Spa Illuminata Mayfair on 0207 499 7777
or email reception@spailluminata.com
Danesfield House Hotel and Spa Spring 2019
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Spring back to 1945
Danesfield House, eyes to
Bletchley Park’s ears
Danesfield House is steeped in history and none more
important than that of the war years, 1941–1945, when
Danesfield House was requisitioned and became RAF
Medmenham. Join us for an afternoon tea, see fascinating
artifacts and listen whilst Karl Thompson, Medmenham
Museum Curator, relays stories of the Battle of the V
Weapons and the Battle of the Beams, highlighting how
Danesfield House and Bletchley Park were employed
together to answer Churchill’s critical intelligence needs.
These captivating stories will include a run through of a
typical mission from task to report concluding with how
the relationships and methods developed then are still
in use today. We will also be joined by Dr David Kenyon,
Research Historian at Bletchley Park. The Government
Code and Cipher School (GC & CS) which was based at
Bletchley Park from 1939-1946, was responsible for the
interception of enemy communications and for breaking
the codes used in them. Along with Medmenham it formed
one of the key pillars of the Allied intelligence effort.
David will be able to tell the Signals Intelligence (SIGINT)
side of the WW2 intelligence story. There will also be an
opportunity to discuss with Karl and David questions
relating to RAF Medmenham and Bletchley Park during
the afternoon.
Sunday 10th March 3:30pm
£49.00 per person
Children 0-5 yrs complimentary
6-12 yrs £22.50 per child
To book please call the Events Team 01628 897601
or email events@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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Mothering Sunday Lunch
Surprise, spoil and delight Mum with a delicious lunch this Mothering
Sunday in The Restaurant at Danesfield House. A stunning choice
menu to choose from, crafted by Executive Chef Billy Reid, served by
attentive staff ensuring Mum enjoys being made to feel special. Follow
lunch with an afternoon stroll, exploring the beautiful grounds and
leave with our gift to Mum – a springtime arrangement of flowers, plus
a £25.00 voucher to redeem against one of our luxury Spa Illuminata
treatments at Spa Illuminata Mayfair or Danesfield House.
Sunday 31st March from 12 noon
Bookings are essential
£65.00 per person
Children 0-5 yrs complimentary, 6-12 yrs £32.50 per child
To book call 01628 891010 or email
enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

Mothering Sunday Afternoon Tea
Join us this Mother’s Day for a traditional Afternoon Tea, a special
and unique treat for all Mums. Enjoy a selection of finger sandwiches
scones with strawberry jam and Cornish clotted cream, homemade
afternoon tea cakes, served with your choice of Camellia’s Tea.
Sunday 31st March from 3:30 pm
£45.00 per person
Children 0-5 yrs complimentary, 6-12 yrs £22.50 per child
To book call 01628 891010 or email
enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

Mother and Daughter
Spa Day at Spa
Illuminata Danesfield
House – the perfect gift!
Feel relaxed and pampered with this ideal day,
relishing in luxury facilities, dip in the pool, relax in the
Jacuzzi, enjoy a two-course lunch and unwind during
our signature treatment, a Danesfield House Trilogy.
An intense back exfoliation to re-oxygenate the skin
is followed by a unique Decleor back diagnostic
massage; utterly relaxing for you and a wonderful
insight for your therapist into your overall state of
health – and therefore your precise needs. Your
therapist will treat you to a range of expert massage
techniques to help you relax and release blocked
energy. Any stress that may remain will melt away
with the Ultimate Vitamin Glow facial that follows.
Powerpacked with vitamins and anti-oxidants, skin
is left feeling deeply cleansed, perfectly replenished
and glowing with vitality. Followed by a Jessica nail
treatment in our Pommery Nail Bar.
Highlights:
Use of the facilities from 9:00am to 5:00pm
Massage, Facial and Nail Treatment
Two-course Lunch
£180 per person
To book or purchase a gift voucher
call Spa Illuminata Danesfield House
01628 891881

Spa Illuminata
Mayfair
Mother’s Day Treatment Voucher
75 minute anti-aging Decleor facial and a
30 minute back massage and anti-aging renewing
hand treatment.
£175 per person
To book or purchase a gift voucher call
Spa Illuminata Mayfair on 020 7499 7777
or email reception@spailluminata.com
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Easter Getaway
Jump into springtime exploring the new buds and
blooms in the gardens overlooking the magnificent
River Thames, spot the Easter Bunny and his trail of
chocolate eggs before enjoying an Easter Day with
family and friends at Danesfield House.

Family Easter Break
Saturday 6th April – Sunday 21st April
Make the most of the Easter Holidays and take the
whole family away for Easter, cots and extra
beds are available for babies and children within
family rooms or inter-connecting rooms and suites to
suit families of all ages and sizes. Four legged family
members are also most welcome within our dog
friendly bedrooms, allowing for you all to be together
and explore Danesfield House and the magnificent
surrounding area. Our dedicated Concierge team is
on hand to advise with and book local attractions
to include: Legoland, Roald Dahl Museum and much
more.
Highlights
• Two night accommodation
• Three-course dinner served in The Restaurant on
one of the nights
• Full English breakfast served in The Restaurant daily
• Traditional Afternoon Tea on one of the afternoons
• Allocated children’s swim times for over 5’s
• Children’s menus
• Woodland and gardens to explore
• Putting green and giant garden games
From £450.00 per person, based on two adults
sharing a Classic Courtyard Room. Children under 12
years stay and dine with our compliments.
To find out how to best accommodate you and your
family please contact us on 01628 891010 or email
reservations@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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Easter Sunday Lunch
Celebrate this Easter with the most
wonderful Easter Sunday lunch menu
served in The Restaurant, perfect for the
whole family to enjoy as the Easter
Bunny busies himself laying a trail of
fabulous chocolate eggs ready to be
discovered in the Topiary gardens at
Danesfield House. Choose from delicious
dishes prepared by Executive Chef Billy
Reid before the Easter Bunny calls all
children, big and small, to search high
and low for chocolate goodies.
Sunday 21st April from 12 noon
£55.00 per person
Children 0-5 yrs complimentary, 6-12 yrs
£27.50 per child
To book call 01628 891010 or email
enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

Menu
Heritage Tomato “Panzanella”,
Goat’s Cheese
Smoked Trout, Rocket, Horseradish
Potted Shrimps, Melba Toast
Mussels, Tagliatelle, Saffron, Basil Cream
Chicken & Woodland Mushroom Terrine,
Mushroom Ketchup

Pappardelle, Sprouting Broccoli, Wild
Garlic, Reggiano Parmesan
Plaice, Swiss Chard, Oyster Mushrooms
Skate, Spring Greens, Potato Purée,
Caper Butter
Sirloin of Hertfordshire Beef, Yorkshire
Pudding
Garlic & Rosemary Studded Shoulder
of Lamb, Boulangère Potatoes,
Roasted Roots
Pork Belly, Savoy Cabbage, Roasted
Carrots, Apple & Sage

Easter Afternoon Tea
Join us this Easter for a traditional
Afternoon Tea. Enjoy a selection of finger
sandwiches, scones with strawberry jam
and Cornish clotted cream, homemade
afternoon tea cakes, served with your
choice of Camellia’s Tea. Arrive from
2:30pm and join us on the Easter Egg
hunt with the Easter Bunny.

Steamed Apple Pudding,
Vanilla Custard
White Chocolate Parfait,
Pomegranate Syrup
Baked Cream,
Macerated Raisins & Sultanas
Pear “Belle Hélène”
Poached Rhubarb, Panna Cotta
Selection of Regional Cheeses

Sunday 21st April from 3:30 pm
£45.00 per person
Children 0-5 yrs complimentary, 6-12 yrs
£22.50 per child
To book call 01628 891010
To book call 01628 891010 or email
enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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Rooms and Suites
No two rooms are the same at Danesfield House.
Each one of our 79 beautiful bedrooms and suites
has been individually designed to make your stay
unique.
Some are bespoke finished with traditional country
house fittings and fixtures, including sumptuously
soft and comfortable four-poster beds. Others
enjoy breathtaking views out over the meandering
River Thames, while others are designed to a more
contemporary style, offering extra space laid out
over two floors.
What all our rooms have in common is luxury and
attention to detail. Check in, relax and experience
the ultimate in home-from-home British hospitality
in a picturesque setting quite unlike any other.
For more information on room rates and packages
contact our reservations team on: 01628 891010 or
email reservations@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

14 Danesfield House Hotel and Spa Spring 2019

Danesfield House Hotel and Spa Spring 2019 15

Weddings at
Danesfield House
“Dreams Do Come True”
With an abundance of rooms to choose from for your
unique and magical day, we have packages suited to all
couples. A dedicated weddings team who understands
that it’s the finer details that make all the difference on
your fairy-tale day. We’re poised to plan everything to
perfection, just for you.
Book your 2019 or 2020 wedding and receive 20% off*
*Terms and conditions apply, subject to availability.

Contact Hanna Collier, Weddings Manager for more
information 01628 897601
hcollier@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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Wedding Fair
Meet with our Senior Weddings Manager and some of the finest
wedding suppliers to discuss and create lasting memories. Enjoy
a glass of Champagne and delicious canapés whilst previewing
our brochure brought to life in the timeless elegance of our most
beautiful ballroom.
Experience this romantic destination in Buckinghamshire, the
perfect backdrop for your wedding day.
Sunday 24th February 2019
11:00am – 3:00pm
Please contact Hanna Collier, Weddings Manager to book your
attendance: hcollier@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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Spa Illuminata
Danesfield House

Spa Illuminata
Mayfair

Spa Illuminata Danesfield House invites you into a
luxurious world of wellbeing where you can relax and
unwind in its tranquil surroundings and indulge in an
unrivalled range of face and body treatments.

The Luxury Spa Retreat in the Heart
of London’s Mayfair
Discover a warm and welcoming haven of peace and
tranquility amidst the hustle and bustle of cosmopolitan
Mayfair. An oasis of calm, where you are invited to relax
and unwind in complete luxury.

Relax and Glow Couples Escape
£480 per couple, includes:
25-minute Spa Illuminata Bespoke Salt and Steam Scrub
50 minute Hot Stone Body Massage
50 minute Vitamin Glow Facial
All in our VIP suite
2 course lunch with a glass of Prosecco
Use of facilities from 9-5pm.

Our award-winning spa offers an escape from everyday
life, where both mind and body are restored and
reenergized. Our uniquely holistic approach, combined
with the latest results-driven technology, has won us
much acclaim from the beauty press. Most recently
we were voted London’s Best Day Spa by Condé Nast
Johansens. But by far, our most important critic is our
customer.

Couples Massage in our VIP suite
Available Monday 11th to Sunday 17th February
50 minutes full body massage.
£190 for two people, including complimentary glass of
Prosecco.

Every visit to Spa Illuminata is carefully tailored to the
needs of the individual. And that’s what makes our
bespoke salon spa offering so unique.

For reservations call the spa 01628 891010 or
email spa@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

Come and experience an unrivalled range of treatments
for yourself, each one delivered with care and precision
by one of our highly skilled therapists.

Divine Inner Peace Retreats
Step into some ‘ME ‘time and experience a state of unity
and love.
Our specialised holistic retreats include:
Crystal Healing
Reiki
Morning and afternoon yoga classes
Lunch and snacks throughout the day
25-minute spa treatment and use of the spa facilities.
For retreat dates and more information, please call the
spa 01628 891010 or email spa@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
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IBX Nail Treatment
Intense treatment used to improve nail plate integrity
under any Gel Polish Coating. Also used to target natural
nail imperfections and weaknesses that prevent natural
nails from growing long. Revolutionary 6 weeks treatment
which will transform your toes and nails!

We also offer an extensive range of treatment packages
and gift cards, so that you can treat friends and
loved ones to the much talked about Spa Illuminata
experience.
For more information, call Spa Illuminata Mayfair on
020 7499 7777 or email info@spailluminata.com

Both available at Spa Illuminata Danesfield House.
Pedicure Treatment: 55 minutes, £45
Manicure treatment: 40 minutes, £36
For more information and reservations contact the spa:
01628 891881 or email spa@danesfieldhouse.co.uk
Danesfield House Hotel and Spa Spring 2019
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Henley Road, Marlow-on-Thames
Buckinghamshire | SL7 2EY
Tel: 01628 891010
enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk danesfieldhouse.co.uk

